
 
Wrestling with the Big Questions 
To bring together and build collaborative relationships in order to transform and 
advance the Episcopal Church’s ability to embrace its educational mission more 
deeply 
 

 
PEALL – “Proclaiming Education for All” 

 
The Standing Commission for Ministry Development (SCMD), Office for Ministry Development (OMD), 
and the Ministries with Young People Cluster (MYP), with support from the sponsors of 2003-A120 
(Theological Education) and 2003-B024 (Task Force on Life Long Formation) proposed the creation of a 
new theological education “strategy team” with representation from around the Church. In June 2004 
Executive Council expressed a wish that proponents of these two resolutions meet and seek a way to 
combine the two into a single resolution that would integrate and address the intentions of both.  Since 
then, a “strategy team” was appointed by the Presiding Bishop, the President of the House of Deputies, in 
consultation with the Chair of SCMD. They have met several times and have taken on the name, 
“Proclaiming Education for All” (PEALL). Their charge includes the following components: 
 

1. Articulates/expresses/leads to a coherent and compelling vision for theological education, 
Christian education, and lifelong formation for the mission and ministry of each member in the 
Episcopal Church. 

2. Identifies the optimal systemic structures to implement this vision. 
3. Engages participants in a reflective and dialogical process that benefits them in the short term as 

well as in the long-haul. 
4. Makes use of grassroots networks as well as ways of hearing new voices to assure broad access, 

deep information-sharing, local applicability and broad “buy in.” 
5. Addresses specific planning needs of the stakeholder groups, including seminaries, the Episcopal 

Council of Christian Education (ECCE), and other groups. 
6. Provides opportunities to share emerging vision and learning as well as sharing feedback all along 

the way. 
7. Reports outcomes of the design work, test results, and next steps to the General Convention 2006. 
8. Establishes and leads an ongoing process that results in concrete recommendations regarding a 

coherent and compelling vision for theological education, Christian education and lifelong 
formation in the Episcopal Church and identifies the optimal structures to implement this vision 
by the General Convention 2009. 

 
A report on the work of PEALL will be made to the 75th General Convention through the Blue Book 
Report of SCMD and perhaps in other venues and a final report will be made to the 76th Convention 
about ways in which this crucial component in our common life can be engaged and supported more fully.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Members of PEALL 
Representing the breadth of experience in theological education and the diversity of the Church

Kaileen Alston  
Diocese of Newark 
31 Mulberry Street  
Newark, NJ  07102 
Office: (973) 430-9900 
kalston@dioceseofnewark.org
 
Mark Andrus   
Diocesan Office Of Alabama 
521 North 20th Street 
Birmingham, Al 35203 
Office: (205) 715-2060  
FAX: (205) 715-2066 
mandrus@dioala.org; 
dservant@dioala.org
 
Phyllis Beimes (Mahi)* 
47-166 Lile Place 
Kaneohe, HI 96744 
Home: (808) 239-8093 
Cell: (808) 256-5031 
mombeimes@yahoo.com
 
Melinda Bobo * 
St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 711 - 657 Green St. 
Craig, CO 81626 
Office/Fax: (970) 824-3470 
Home: (970) 826-2670 
revmbobo@earthlink.net
 
Carolyn M. Chilton*  
Diocese of Virginia 
110 West Franklin St. 
Richmond, VA  23220 
Office: (800) DIOCESE x29 
Cell: (540) 333-1178 
cchilton@thediocese.net
 
Charles Cook*   
Seminary of Southwest 
Box 2247 
Austin, TX 78768 
Office: (512) 472-4133 x320 
ccook@etss.edu
 
Edward de Bary* 
1617 Hendersonville Rd. #2105 
Asheville, NC 28803 
Home: (828) 277-3272 
ede_bary@sewanee.edu
 

Susanne Watson-Epting  
NAAD Executive Office 
815 Second Avenue 
New York, NY  10017 
Phone: (646) 486-7672 
SKWatsonEpting@aol.com  
 
Scott Evenbeck*  
Indiana University Purdue 
University Indianapolis 
University College 
815 West Michigan St. 
Room 3163 
Indianapolis, IN, 46202 
Office: (317) 274-5032 
Home: (317) 255-0752 
Fax: (317) 278-2216 
evenbeck@iupui.edu
 
Roger Ferlo*   
Virginia Theological Seminary 
3737 Seminary Road 
Alexandria, VA 22304 
Work: (703) 461-1755 
Home: (703) 370-3584 
Cell: (703) 839-3649 
rferlo@vts.edu
  
James Kelsey*  
131 East Ridge Street 
Marquette, MI 49855 
Office: (906) 228-7160 
Fax: (906) 228-7171 
jimkelsey@upepiscopal.org        
               
James Kodera   
212 Old Lancaster Road 
Sudbury, MA 01776 
Home: (978) 443-2369 
Cell: (978) 660-0220 
jkodera@wellesley.edu
 
Joanna Leiserson* 
Christ Church Cathedral 
318 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
Office: (513) 621-1817 
Fax: (513) 621-9013  
jleiserson@cccath.org  
 
 
 

Emily Morales* 
Diocese of Puerto Rico 
Apartado 902 
Saint Just, PR 00978 
Office: (787) 761-0320 
Home: (787) 790-2315 
Cell: (787) 562-0979 
iep@spiderlink.net  
borinemily@hotmail.com    
 
Donn Morgan*  
Church Divinity School of the 
Pacific 
2451 Ridge Road 
Berkeley, CA 94709-1217 
Work: (510) 204-0733 
Fax: (510) 644-0712 
dmorgan@cdsp.edu
 
Sharon Ely Pearson* 
Diocese of Connecticut 
1335 Asylum Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06105-2295 
Work: (860) 233-4481x126 
Home: (203) 846-2934 
Cell: (203) 984-1228 
spearson@ctdiocese.org
 
Phil Purser  
St. Francis of Assisi Church 
735 Old Lexington Highway 
PO Box 265 
Chapin, SC 29036 
Work: (803) 345-1550 
StFrChapin@aol.com
 
Isaias Rodriguez 
Diocese of Atlanta 
2744 Peachtree Rd. NW 
Atlanta, GA  30305  
Office: (404) 601-5341 
Cell: (404) 512-8049 
irodriguez@episcopalatlanta.org
 
Janie Stevens*   
Diocese of Texas 
3203 West Alabama Street 
Houston TX 77098 
Office: (800) 318-4452 
Cell: (713) 206-1950 
FAX: (713) 520.5723 
jstevens@epicenter.org
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Fredrica Harris Thompsett*  
Episcopal Divinity School 
99 Brattle Street 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
Office: (617) 682-1535 
Home: (617) 497-0610 
fthompsett@eds.edu
 
 
 
 
 
 
Episcopal Church Center  
815 Second Avenue 
New York, NY  10017 
 
Kesha Brennom* 
Staff Officer for Children’s 
Ministries and 
Christian Education 
(800) 334-7626  x6051 
kbrennom@episcopalchurch.org
 

Thom Chu* 
Director  
Ministries with Young People 
Program  
(800) 334-7626  x5267 
tchu@episcopalchurch.org
 
Lynn Grifo* 
Associate Coordinator for 
Ministry Development 
Office for Ministry 
Development 
(800) 334-7626  x6164 
lgrifo@episcopalchurch.org
 
Bud Holland* 
Coordinator for Ministry 
Development 
Office for Ministry 
Development 
(800) 334-7626  x5246 
bholland@episcopalchurch.org
 
 
 

Jim Lemler* 
PROG, Director of Mission 
Mission Program 
(800) 334-7626  x5198 
jlemler@episcopalchurch.org
 
Martin Tsien* 
Administrative Assistant 
Office for Ministry 
Development 
(800) 334-7626   x6166 
mtsien@episcopalchurch.org
 
 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America 
8765 W. Higgins Rd. 
Chicago, IL 60631 
 
Mark Wilhelm* 
Director for Ministry Leadership 
Planning 
Division for Ministry 
(773) 380-2881 
mark.wilhelm@elca.org

 
 
 
* Attending this consultation 
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